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Shoot. The Messenger.

A sleek, lightweight, street-smart satchel that hugs your body, moves
with you, and doesn’t cramp your style. Carries a DSLR, 3-4 lenses,
laptop and accessories. Removable photo insert lets you convert it quickly
from a camera bag to a book bag, school bag, briefcase or general-purpose
carryall. Available in small and large sizes to hold laptops up to 15 and 17

inches. Pack what you need. Shoot what you want. Tenba MESSEI’Ig er.

M« See it for yourself at TenbaTV.com

Available at:

(Samy’s Camera)

WWW.samys.com

800.321.4726
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ictoria Elise was born on a military base in Wurzburg, Bavaria, Germany, but by
raised in El Paso, Texas. With a mix of African-American, Cherokee-indian and "
French you know this girl stands out in a crowd. Growing up Victoria never thought of .
hérself as the model type, but after meeting a model from Los Angeles, California, she
fm.lnd herself wanting to try her hand at it, the rest is as they say... is history. Since
that fateful meeting she has been a ring-card girl, music video girl, trade-show model
and glamour model. Currently, you can find Victoria behind the bar at one the hottest
rlightclubs in Las Vegas, inside Mandalay Bay. Her ultimate goal after her mudellng'

| cmr is done, is to become a Microbiologist. With her look and personaflty we’re not
Tl,re she’ll need to pursue anything else in life. :
' »
*: L
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My father is African American and Cherokee-
Indian and my mother is French.

Capricorn, we're all work and no play.

My parents were in the military, I was born iIn
Wurzburg, Bavaria, Germany but raised in El
Paso, Texas. Now I live in fabulous Las Vegas.

It was a very safe and quiet city, I never had to
worry about shenanigans growing up.

I liked being outside. I would always go out in
the desert to catch lizards. I also enjoyed going
into houses while they were still being built to
explore and occasionally take some fancy tile. I
never did anything with the tile, I just felt the
need to take it. [laugh]

I'm not one for excitement, but I did have a
cardiac ablation procedure though and I had to
be awake for it. They had a scope in my heart so
I was watching the monitors literally looking at
my heartbeating.

I love to play video games. No I'm not talking
about Xbox where everyone thinksI'm a 12 year
oldwhenI talk live. I've played World of Warcraft
for 5 years, those were the dark ages, we won't
talk about that. As of lately though, I've been
keeping it pretty chill and play Pokemon White
Version 2 on the DS Lite.

Sleep. I love to sleep all day. I'll cuddle with my
dog and sleep whenever I can. I'm always tired
and I have a wonderful memory foam mattress
that is practically an orgasm for my back.

I admire two people actually; my mom and dad.
They both came from literally nothing, dirt-poor
and were told only rich white men go to college.
They worked hard for what they have today and
taught me to do the same. I can say they're
living better than a lot of people nowadays
and there aren’t too many people who can say
that their parents are still together. They are
my motivation and because of them, I know
anything i1s possible if you put your heart and
mind to it.

www.RUKUSmag.com

If there was an infinite supply of food for the
entire world, I know it's cliché but there’'s a
catch, no one would ever get fat either, so
everyone wins. [smile]

I have many goals. I like to set weekly, monthly
and yearly goals for myself, but I would have
to say the most important one is that I want to
make an impact on the world. The purpose of
moving to Las Vegas was to milk as much money
as I can from bartending then set off and move
forward with a career in Microbiology.

My teeth. I'm told that I have a beautiful
“"Colgate” smile. Ironically, I used to be called
“beaver” back in Elementary school.

My booty, it's huge. Obviously, I got it from my
dad’s side of the family. I say my back side is my
black side. [laugh] Sometimes it's hard to find
jeans that fit me properly though.

Goals. A man has to have goals, iIf he doesn’t

and he is just wasting his life away then I'm not
interested.

How he carries himself. If he has confidence and

intellect, he has my attention. I've never been
one for meatheads.

I'm a simple girl who loves to eat. I'm happy
with a home-cooked meal or even a hole-in-the-
wall, candle lit, sushi joint.

When a man doesn’t try too hard, just be
yourself, you should want a girl who likes you
for you.

Being arrogant and cocky. Everyone knows that
one guy who thinks he’s all that and a bag of
chips with a Pepsi on the side...chill out bro.

Getting hit on at work. I'm working! Yes, I'm
nice to you, I‘ll smile and make your beverage
how you want, but there are literally 100’s of
beautiful women waiting out there in the club
for you. Never hit on a bartender, there’s just
no chance.

I'd have to say Jude Law, oh man, I'm a sucker
for British accents! RM
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Get In The Driver’'s Seat

Written by Andrew Gates
Photos by Andrew Gates

It’s that time of the year again where many of the car manufacturers show off their prized secret car builds of
the year and show the world where they plan on moving forward for the future, | give you the Los Angeles Auto
Show 2013. As | walked around the different halls | notice there are a few new models and concept cars, but
nothing that really stood out for me aside from the Grand Turismo AMG that shined like nothing else.

There was the occasional new release, but the body styles didn’t really change that much, maybe some new
taillights or something, but | didn’t see any remodels. | was a bit disappointed, overall. They did unveil the
new Mustang Shelby, but from the outside it looked like the old Mustang. | guess under the hood is where the
difference lies.

| did see many more Hybrid cars than last year, although they were kind of in the shadows of everything else.
The one Hybrid car that stuck out for me was the Lexus, now that was a nice ride, inside and out. | was keeping
my eyes out for the Tesla Model S, since this happens to be my favorite car to hit the market in a long while. |
like that someone finally had the balls and gumption to make a car that is all electric with a decent amount of
range before a recharge is needed and looks fantastic inside and out.

My hope for next year, 2014, is to see more all electric cars that are as sleek as the Telsa Model S, but go faster,
further and still cost around the same amount, $54,000. If you didn’t get a chance to come out for the show as

always I've got a montage of photos you might like. Enjoy.

L | T
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The Ne

Paul McCartney is one of the most revered architects in the field of crafting love songs. From the sharp sadness of
“For No One” to the epic “Baby I'm Amazed,” McCartney has been there like a Hallmark card for those moments
when saying “l love you” can't quite cut it. But he's old—like 71-years-old old. He's been through a lot of love since
he originally saw her standing there. New are the sounds of fresh love rolling down the window. McCartney was

recently remarried for the third time to an east coast businesswoman, Nancy Shevell, and she has Macca singing
like he's just seen a face again.

New can bounce around giddy and loose (“Alligator,” “New”) and then have its reigns pulled to a nostalgic halt (“On
My Way to Work,” “Early Days”) within its roughly 45 minutes of contemporary rock. McCartney worked with four
separate producers throughout the New sessions, most notably Paul Epworth of Adele fame and Giles Martin, son
of legendary Beatles producer Sir. George Martin. The album’s production is clear and masterful, but would you
expect anything else from the man who wrote “Yesterday?”

In a recent issue of Rolling Stone, McCartney touched on his legacy and how he views himself. “l just don't wanna
get smug—but of course on the other hand, | want to think I'm great. Because when the hell am | going to bask in
this? What am | going to do, wait till | die and go, ‘Oh fuck, | should have taken a week!™ He's well past the age of
64 and McCartney is treading into unfamiliar waters of elderhood. With a new wife and his nine-year-old daughter,
Sir Paul begins to untangle the messy feelings of growing old and the outcome sounds pretty dang good.

“Save Us” begins McCartney's 16th solo album with a roar and beat. Using a razor-edged guitar riff, McCartney
bangs around a quick ditty about harnessing vitality through love.

The past has never sounded as cheery as it does in “Early Days,” a song that will surely have you looking out in a
gaze of wonder swimming through an old shoebox of memories. McCartney's voice sounds raw and honest as he
spills his guts about the Beatles’ early days with their *hair slicked back with VVaseline, like the pictures on the wall
ofthe local record shop.” The long and winding road continues its progression and McCartney is along for the ride.
He does, though, get in a jab at critics and historians who pretend to know more about his past than he does: “Now
everybody seems to have their own opinion/ Who did this and who did that/ But as for me | don’t see how they can
remember/ When they weren't where it was at.”

Titles track "New” could very well be “Got to Get You into My Life” pt. Il. It's jubilant harpsichord melody and sunny
day mentality would serve as the ultimate radio alarm in the morning. The last 30 seconds of the track sound like
McCartney sat through the entire outtake sections of the Beach Boy's SMILE and decided he could too.

A Paul McCartney album released in 2013 could have very well been the noises of a formerly great artist splashing
around in their own filth, but instead New is superb. There’'s a reason Paul McCartney is still one of the world’s
greatest and the secrets to his success are scattered throughout this album.

. PaullcCartney g
T Wew = HearMusic
T iaulmccanneycon T " Gkiotier 112013
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Wirlittam By Jeremy Weeekan

Yo Gotti returns to the scene with his second major studio alboum /| Am, and it may be his best album
yet. Memphis native Yo Gotti has been on the underground rap scene since the early 2000s and
hasreleased a handful of independent albums to much success. Yo Gotti's major label debut, 2012's

Live from the Kitchen, introduced him to the mainstream and with | Am, Yo Gotti hopes to continue
this success.

The album begins with “| Am" an introduction for those who don't yet know Yo Gotti. Over a slow
soulful beat Yo Gotti tells his story with lyrics like “| am the struggle, | am the hustle/l am the city, I'm
the pot in the kitchen/l used to save pennies now | stay next door to Penny/Hardaway/nigga got my
meals the harder way/Selling crack music now | run some smarter ways/Exit the game and got rich
that's a fade away.”

Yo Gotti teams with newcomer Rich Homie Quan for “| Know,” an appealing song with a hypnotic
beat that samples Club Nouveau's "Why You Treat Me So Bad.” This song sounds like a definite
future single with the catchy Rich Homie Quan-helmed chorus.

‘Sorry” Is a song about trifing women and the reasons Yo Gotti finds it hard to trust women. In his
view “A ho gone be a ho they ain't a hundred/And when a nigga broke them hoes act funny/Money
hungry bitches they can smell It/loyalty them hoes can't even spell It/You can give that ho the world
that don't mean shit/Cause you can rent a ho but you can't buy a bitch/l give it to you raw straight up
and down/lf she complaining and accusing probably fuckin around.”

| Am continues with "F-U", which samples "Phuck You Symphony” by Millie Jackson and features
Meek Mill and his trademark hyper flow. This is one of the better songs on the album as Yo Gotti and
Meek Mill trade barbs over the Infamous-produced beat.

"King Shit" is another standout track on the album. This track, the second single off of | Am, is a bass
and drum heavy track featuring King of the South T.I.

With “Respect That You Earn” Yo Gotti slows things a bit with Wale and Neyo. Yo Gotti raps about
the scandalous behavior of some women and the ways in which he feels they disrespect themselves
while simultaneously seeking love and respect. As Neyo explains “She lives for the night life but
that's alright/But she wants to be treated like somebody’'s wife/But you can't be table hopping in the
club trying to drink free/Then come up to my table trying to stand next to me.” This song is sure to
be a hit should Yo Gotti choose to release it as a single.

Yo Gotti has effectively gone from being an underground rapper to a more well-known presence
and with | Am, he shows he intends to keep it that way. /| Am debuted at number 7 on the Billboard
200 Chart, Yo Gotti's highest charting aloum so far, which proves he is definitely trending in the right
direction. | Am has catchy singles for the radio as well as quality album cuts and is sure to continue
Yo Gotti's climb up the ladder of success.

T WolGort
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Arcade Fire, reroxeor

Coming off the success of their Grammy-winning album The Suburbs, Arcade Fire

easily couldve stuck to the same formula when approaching their next album —and

e (s and critics alike probably would have rewarded them. Instead, they've thrown the
B8 pastoral-indie-rock themed The Suburbs out the window and revamped their entire

sound. Reflektor is populated by epic jams that that bring to mind everything from funk

B to disco, with plenty of guitars in between.

B | cad single Reflektor” is a funky seven-minute statement that says, We're headed in
a new direction.” And they do. Other standout tracks are Here Comes The Might Time’
which sports a very catchy piano riff, and "We Exist,” with a bass-line that sounds like it was
ripped from a Michael Jackson song, and also  Awful Sound (Oh Eurydice).” The entire
album surges and pulses with a level of cool Arcade Fire has never come close to reaching
in their previous three albums. Some of this is probably due to James Murphy, of the LCD
Soundsystem fame, producing Reflektor, and David Bowie singing back up vocals. Either
W way on Reflektor, Arcade Fire proves that winning a Grammy was no fluke: these indie
& rockers have serious musical chops, and they're not scared of taking chances.

Facebook.com/theavettbrothers
ThE AVEtt Bﬂ]thEl‘S, Magpie and the Darndelion

Magopie and the Dandelion, the eighth studio effort from the folk rockers The Avett
Brothers, picks up right about where 2012's The Carpenter called it quits. The album is
full of cleanly produced folk rock songs driven by gorgeous vocal melodies. The Avett
Brothers are continuing their trend away from the minimalist bluegrass tunes that defined
their earier aloums, and like Mumford and Sons and other current folk revivalists, are
pounding out tunes that would sound at home in an arena or in & car commercial
some of this probably due to Rick Rubin returning as the band's producer, but he hasn't
completely warped their sound.

Magoie starts with a bang — the first four songs are all quite catchy and roll together
seamlessly; the back end of the album tails off a bit, but as whole the album is pleasant
enough. Lyrically, the Avett Brothers stick to their guns, singing about love, death,
hitting the road and all their other usual themes. The Avett Brothers have always been
particularly great making gorgeous melodies and harmonizing at the perfect moment,
and they're still deing a fine job. Standout tracks are "Never Been Alive," "Another is
Waiting,” and "Open Ended Life."

Facebook.com/slimthugbho
Elim Thug, Boss Life

SLIM THUG _ Houston rapper Slim Thug —of '| Run® fame— is up to his usual mischief with his
BOSS g% LIFE fourth LP Boss Life. With production from Big K.R.I.T., G Luck ‘n B Don, Mr. Lee,
WL ' Play-N-Skillz, and Ralo, Boss Life clocks in at over an hour, and though it occasionally

gets bogaed down, overall it's a worthy addition to Slim Thug’s discography. Boss Life
is classic Houston hip-hop; it has a distinct pulse, but Slim Thug slows it down, his

delivery is syrupy —a departure from other southern hip-hop and rap, which prefers a

faster tempo and delivery

Al times Boss Life gets a bit repetitive — some of the songs sound the same— but
that's probably a result of the disc's long run time. And it doesn't feature a surefire
hit like some of his previous work, but regardless, standout our tracks are singles
‘Coming Down (Every Town),” and Flex 4Eva.” and anything that features Big K. R.|.T.
But, for fans of Slim Thug's previous work, Boss Life should work. His delivery is just
P - . as impactful as ever, and it's a showcase of a Houston hip-hop institution doing what

ADVISORY i
ahant cdist G he does best.

Y

24 RUKUS # December 2013 www.RUKUSmag.com



Enjoy RUKUS on your
IPad and iPhone!

Larissa

Rosario
Exclusive Lolernge
Edward Sharpe |
Hot Water Music

A Green Machine
Poreche 918 S5poder

L & -\E_HT:VIE“TEU ]p |
i

MAX PAYNE .

1::-;@'[:.,-,-0 é il
A8 ¢
ssizdhe  ALBUM REVIEWS' . ‘

™ B.oB % Garbage

Strangc Dlumds -r.-‘:"—'*r Hat Tour Kind of Fongko

-

|
I
1
|

MAG.CON

For advertismg rates email us at:
Advertiie@RUKUSmag.cnm

"




by Bates

Wirlassm By DanfSinciaiy
Deacambear 11t marked the last officlal show coverad of Rukua's 2013 "Nick and Dan Cover a Show Ssagon.” This saason was quﬂﬁa grand | A
if | do say 8o myself, and I'm sure you'd agree If you'd bean reading along all year. Sa It's fittng the year shoeuld and In the same place it 1 %

started. Yes, what started with Pinback back on January 17th endad on the very same stage slevan months later with Los Angesles’s t::a'va!.vi“lr“iF '
The Mawgli's.

Apparently the band got ite name from a formear band member's dog that was named afler the Jungle Book character. What is also ‘
apparant is that The Mowgll’s are vary bad with grammar. Satioualy, ths English majar in msa really wanis to punch sulf svary tima | have ) !
te type that goddamn apestrophe. This tour lg In support of the band’s malor label debut album, Walllng for the Dawn, relaased over the A
summer, which featured several re-recorded fan favorites off their previous indie records from last year.

The El Rey was jam packed that Wednesday night and much of the support was for the apening band Hunter Hunted, whe delivered a
great zet for the evar grateful crowd. Wall, | say “great”® as long as you pretend they didn't de an awful cover of The Pixies “Where is my |
iind® (wihich they did). But other than that, yeah, thay wars prefty Impreaslvs. You will ba hearing more frem them In the futurs for surs.
The drunk guy dancing around and bumping Ints peopls before his pants fell dewn was a fan... at least, | think that's what his loud slurs
translated to in English.

But zoon after they leave, the El Rey gats dark and audic from the Jungle Book plays over the speakers, and the crowd goes nuts knowing

it's time to sing and dance. And when The Mowgli's take the stage, they take the whele fucking stage. In caze you waren't aware, there's

a ghlt-ton of peopls In this band. Here are aome of thelr names: Dave Appsalbaum, Colin Louls Dledan, Kata Jayne Eard, Josh Hogan,

Matthew DI Pannl, Spancer Trant, Michaal WVincze and Andy Waman. Some bang percusslon, many play a guitar, all have a microphonss.

. The bassist looks out of place with his big, bushy beard. it looks like a bunch of hippies kidnapped this dude from a matal band and forced
i him to smile and play happy songs about love and peace. | hope they didn't de that. That would be pratty maan.

. "Ermily” is the first song of the night, and it's apparent from the get-go, tonight will be a sing-along as the entire band puts their mics to use
' whila ancouraging the fans te Jeln in In the fun. Everyone iz proud to chant *Emily" over and over again as loud as their lungs will muster.

The Mowgli's finish the song and are like, "What's up, Los Angeles?” And Los Angeles is all, Yo, what's up Mowgli's?” And then the
Mowgli's play "Slowly, Slowly,” and Los Angeles sings aleng, “It's enly yau, it's only me, it's only leve and if's only fair that you find your
peacea.” Yeah, it's become quite the party hers at the El Rey with everyone dancing and singing. Hard te tell where siage ends and dance
fleor bagins.

Mext song Is “Lova |s Easy” bacausas The Mowgll's belleve It is, followad by "“Walting for the Dawn® and It blussy gultar and bass Infra.
Mext ara the co-ad dusling vecals on "Hi, Hey Thars, Halla.”

Singer Diedan then asks the crowd if they're ready o sing. | assume it's rhetorical since they've pratty much been singing along the whole
time, but he thanks them all the sama: “Good, bacause we nead your help on this one.” And they do help as they instantly recognize one
of the favortes In "The Graat Dhids.”

Then the crowd is given some Mowgli's inspiration that starts with “You need to belisve in veurself and know you are capable of everything.” !.
Weall, thank you, Mowgli's. | do believs in myself... nowl ,

Yl
Tha fun continues with “Carry Your Will™ "Leave It up fo Me® and "Claan Light® befora they de a Christmas song in preparation for the
approaching hollday ssason. But they save for the beat for laat, closing the night with tielr tweo moat popular songs, "Say It, Just Say It*
and, of coursa, "San Francises.” The crowd Jumpe and dances and sings aleng untll they can jump, dance or glng o Maora,

And then just like that, 2013 is over. Hara's to mors great shows in 20141

h:ﬂj@ The; lr
Hllem glisn
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Photography by Andrew Gates
Make-up & hair by Kim Hill

eena Kacie was born and raised in Orange County, California. He/
= ; sthnicity is a mix of Russian, Norwegian and Swedish. Deena got her start
jodeling at a young age, but decided to put it on hold until she graduated high
) school. Her inspiration comes from her grandmother, since she was also a model
and taught Deena a lot about the industry. After graduation Deena quickly signed
with a modeling agency and started booking work including; runway shows,
music videos and TV work. Not only can you find Deena in the states, but she
has also expanded into the international market with a spread in an internation "
fashion magazine and traveling to Japan for an elaborate and imaginative % :
. . . . production. Deena can also be found at various tradeshows promoting pﬂlﬂ'pl' !
cuanles from around the world. Although, she travels between nutrq Ln ¢
y l} A : Angehm and Las Vegas, she feels she’s got the best of both worlds.
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Celebrity Pass:
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See more of Deena at
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Wiiiien by Jesse Sellkan

For many gamers, the glory days ofthe 1980’s encapsulates the pinnacle of gaming, mostly due to the delightful
iImagination of Nintendo. They gave us icons, archetypes, and adventures that lived long after that cartridge got
dirty or the controller stopped working. Perhaps the most ambitious franchise in Nintendo’s cap is The Legend
of Zelda, a revolution of action and adventure that had not been seen by the average gamer, as those genres
did not work in the arcade and gave the home consoles a reason for existing. While debates rage over which
title in the catalogue is the best, the SNES classic A Link to the Past still remains a timeless game. This year,
Nintendo decided to give the top-down classic a true sequel. And A Link Between Worlds is a true sequel, as the
map, the enemies, and the heart are exactly the same. While this might seem lazy to some, the new gameplay
wrinkles and updated graphics are a fantastic way to breathe new life into a game that never got old.

A Link Between Worlds takes place in the same kingdom as all Zelda games, Hyrule, and Princess Zelda has,
of course, been taken hostage by an evil wizard and it's up to Link to save her. How you will be saving her is
the real fun, as the biggest addition to this game is the ability to flatten yourself against the wall. This lets you
get between cracks in the wall, scoot past big boulders, and dodge enemy attacks with quick reflexes and good
timing. A bunch of secrets, a staple ofthe Zelda universe, can only be accessed while in this 2D state and some
of the more complicated puzzles will test your dimensional intelligence throughout the 15-hour adventure. This
ability is also how you get to the Lorule Kingdom, a parallel universe where the princess has been taken and
a bunch of baddies have been let loose to do their evil tasks. Things are dark here, as the familiar places of
Hyrule have been broken, destroyed, shifted, or just plain removed. All of this has to do with the Triforce and
whatnot, but the story isn't really that different than any other Zelda. It's pretty straightforward and the game
literally asks you if you already know the story, saving you time and patience when all you wanna do is slash
some stuff.

One of the biggest differences between this and every other Zelda game (and most games in general) is that
almost all the weapons and items are available from the start. You can rent them at anytime, with the only
downside being you lose those items when you die. If you are looking for permanence, you can purchase the
stuff, and even death won't keep you apart, however the price is much, much more than a single rental. The
standard items are there (boomerang, bomb, hookshot) and can be upgraded by completing a side quest that
involves finding 100 lost octopus babies lost in the world. Fire, sand, and ice wands help access new areas and
new secrets, and of course the classic dungeons are back in full form. This is where the game really shines, as
each dungeon is a multi-level magic trick, forcing you to use a variety of tools and your flattening ability to get
yourself around. Each one contains a secret item that makes the game that much better and of course a fun
boss awaits you when you finally make it to the end. With about a dozen of these dungeons to conquer, two
kingdoms to explore, and so much minutia to get caught up in, this is one of the best handheld titles to come
out in ages. You may even find yourself putting down your next-gen controller to see what's behind the next
exploding rock.

-The Legendiof Zelda: AlLink Between Worlis _
Nintendo Everyone
Nintendo'3DS | Action-Adventure
zeldacom | Novemher;22,2013
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This is WaRY

Wiitisen by Josh Schiling

Entertainment is intended to elicit emotions. Whether they are good or bad, the feelings we receive when
watching a movie, reading a book, or viewing a painting are how we eventually decide how much we love or
hate what we experience. \VVideo games are no exception, and as with other forms of art, the more memorable
the emotions that are felt, the more the subject creeps up the favorites list, or descends into the realm of
loathing. With Battlefield 4, | have had perhaps the most numerous memorable experiences | have ever had
In a video game, although unfortunately, too many of those emotions were of the teeth-gnashing-frustration
variety. But whether my arms were raised In consternation or celebration, the experiences | had playing this
game were truly memorable and | can’'t wait to jump in for another match.

This is a multi-player, military, first-person shooter on a grand scale. It has a single-player storyline as well
that is epic and mind blowing as it is with all these types of games, but the intent of the developer as to the
solo campaign can be best summed up with their Battlefield 4 game guide. The 400+ page book has about 6
pages devoted to single-player at the very end, and the rest is dedicated to multi-player. The developer has
no qualms about showing which side their bread is buttered.

In multi-player, you have some choices about which style of match you want to jump into, but the star of the
show is Conquest, a mode where it's full scale battle with up to 32 individuals on each side battling it out on
foot, in land vehicles, in the air, or even water. You can coordinate with a squad of four other like-minded
compatriots or try to go alone all Rambo style, and the variety of play makes it easy to get overwhelmed.
One minute you'll be parachuting from a burning helicopter, and the next moment you’'ll be yanking the
dog-tags off of an unsuspecting sniper. You can even jump into Commander Mode if you like, where you
can coordinate the troops, assign targets and defense points, and call in gunships or missile strikes. If
vehicles aren't your style, there is still your typical Team Death Match mode with smaller troop counts and
slimmer locations, but there is one Conquest map that is a must try. “Operation Locker” has 64 soldiers
battling it out in tight quarters with no vehicles whatsoever. It is a concrete hell of explosions and death that
Is quite stunning and most of all memorable.

When discussing Battlefield 4, the elephant in the room is the numerous bugs that ravage the gameplay.
The most prevalent one is being booted from the server to the main screen, although | have had a litany
of other weird and distressing things happen. My campaign save was lost, I've jumped into empty servers,
and I've had odd black blotches appear and disappear from the screen. These bugs would be absolute
deal-breakers in a lesser game, but if you can overlook them, (like I've done in the past with certain
Bethesda games,) then the fun you will reap will be well worth any angst you might feel when getting
dumped from a match time after time.

The differences between the next-gen console/PC versions versus the old-gen are mainly cosmetic, as the
level of detail is amped up considerably in the higher-end machines. The maximum number of combatants is
also halved on the older consoles which leads to some wide open spaces in Conquest mode and therefore a
much less intense experience of battle. This game is still fun on the 360 and PS3, but it is clearly intended for
the newer and more powerful units. The Battlefield franchise has played second fiddle to Call of Duty for quite
a while now, and Battlefield 4 could very well be the turning point that pushes them into the forefront. Some
heavy duty patching needs to be done, and hopefully it is done fast, because | want to jump in and create a
bunch of fun memories and not simmer on a bunch of bad ones.

Battlefield 4

| o * ;

B ElectroniciAris T S Matdre
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